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FIND YOUR NOV/DEC 2010 DANCE FLYER ON THE BACK COVER.

NEW SCHEDULE

This has been an exciting year for the OFB. We've added three new regular
dances to our schedule, and have changed the format so they fit into the one
page newsletter schedule designed for sticking to a refrigerator.

(For those of you without access to a refrigerator and a magnet, we're also
coming out with a new online calendar. Check it out at www.oldfarmersball.com/
calendar.htm and let us know what you think.)

In addition to the regular Monday and Thursday, Grey Eagle and OFB Warren
Wilson dances, we now have the 1st and 3rd Sunday OFB English Country
Dance, the OFB & YMCA 4th Saturday Dance, and the not in this issue but
the next, new OFB Advanced Dance. These are indicated respectively in the
new schedule format with the letters G, W, E, Y and A.

If you haven't been to a Y dance or ECD dance, check them out. The Y dance is
evolving it's own unique, and pleasant, feel. As to the ECD dance, see pictures,
videos and this editor's revue of the dance at www.o/dfarmersball.com/
EnglishCountryDance/index.htm/
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A TALE OF TwWO EVES

The schedule starts and ends these two months
with two special costumed 'eve’ dances.

On All Hallow's Eve, we have the Pride and
Prejudice and Zombies special English Country
Dance. The theme is inspired by, well one,
Halloween, and two, the fact that English
Country Dance is featured in Pride and
Prejudice, although I don't know if it's
mentioned in the new PP&Z book. Laura
Lengnick and Karen Gaughan will be playing with
a variety of callers calling.

Ending the year is the annual OFB New Year's
Eve Dance, and the theme is Broadway Playbill.
Expect Bryson Gym to look like a Broadway set
with you dancing as your favorite character
from a Broadway show. The band will be the
Contrarians (might they adapt show tunes for
contra?) with Hank Morris calling.

NOTE FROM SOUND COMMITTEE

The OFB endeavors to provide the best dance for
the community. And to that goal we work to pro-
vide the best sound possible. In the past few
years steady improvement has been made o sound
equipment. We are at the point that improve-
ments are needed to the environment that the
sound is in. The difficulty is not the what comes
out of the speakers but the sound that bounces
off the hard reflective surfaces. When sound
bounces, it comes back to the listener slightly
later and thus makes the music less clear - or 'out
of phase." The foot noise of the dancers also
bounces, making more background noise and the
sound engineers frequently need to increase the
volume of the music to punch through.

To improve clarity and to be able decrease sound
volume, sound absorbing material needs to be af-
fixed to the walls, beams and ceilings of Bryson
Gym. The materials need to be fireproof and aes-
thetically approved by Warren Willson Col-

lege. Some possibilities include:

ADVANCED DANCE

The OFB will be offering an Advanced Dance
once a month on the third Friday starting in
January of next year.

The dances will be held at the Masonic Temple in
downtown Asheville, which is, if you haven't been
there, a wonderful venue for a dance. (Karen
Jaffe hosted her last Tango weekend there.)

This has led, of course, to endless discussion of
exactly what an advanced dance means, Here's
what we came up with:

Are you comfortable with a hey for four? Can
you easily keep the dance going after the caller
has stopped calling? Advanced dances are held
periodically and feature more complex dances
with little or no walk-throughs and no beginner
instruction. This dance is not intended to be ex-
clusive. Mistakes happen in all dances by most
dancers, and are often fun. Dancers are not ex-
pected to be perfect, but should be able to re-
cover from mistakes at the next change of
neighbors. The contras will be challenging and
are aimed at experienced dancers. An experi-
enced dancer is adept enough to be able to do
the dance with little or no walk through of inter-
mediate or advanced moves.

See the Web site for more details, and mark Jan
21 on your calendar for the first one.

Thick 2 x 4 panel under main speakers, fwo 2 x 4 panels
over main speakers; Curtains over mirrors - thick,
pleated, easily raised and lowered; One 8 x 8 cloud in
front of and above main speakers; Two 2 x 4 panels on
each side wall, near the wall-mounted delay-fill speak-
ers; Ten 8 x 8 ceiling clouds at truss junctions; Three
or five 8 x 8 panels on back wall; Two 8 x 8 sections
behind band.

Pleated, heavy curtains are another possibility, at least
onwalls. Any material on a hard surface will help.
whatever we do, it will fake a commitment to raise
money to improve the acoustics within the hall.

—Jonathan Gilbert (Sound Committee)
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2010 Board of Directors

Officers

President................ David Stalnaker
President-Elect....... Allen Bergal
Secretary................ Danaan Henry
Treasurer................ Joe Karpen
Past President........ Diane Silver

Dennis Merritt
Crawford Rizor
MJ Taylor

Marvin Ashburn
Karen Gaughan
Jonathan Gilbert

Nov/Dec 2010

OFB Contact Information:
Website: www.oldfarmersball.com

Look for links to:
become a member,
see the member directory,
volunteer,
find someone to carpool with,
report incidents or make suggestions directly to the board,
see this newsletter,

To get on the ListServe send a blank e-mail to:
ofb-subscribe@yahoogroups.com

To send us a card or letter, use:

the Old Farmers Ball

NEeWS is published bi-monthly
by the Old Farmer’s Ball, and
includes the Asheville Area Dance
Flyer, project reports, contact info,
announcements, and more.

Lacy Hagan Taija Tevia Clark
Holly Hixson Genevieve Vesely and a host Of Other th|ngs
Old Farmers Ball
P.O. Box 2852
Weaverville, NC 28787
Committee Chairs
Finance .............. Joe Karpen Governance .........ccocceeeennee. Joe Karpen
Marketing & PR .. Jonathan Gilbert Special Events ..................... M.-J. Taylor
Booking .............. Beth Molaro Community Outreach ........... Lacy Hagan
Newsletter-........... Dennis Merritt Dance Development............. Diane Silver
Volunteers .......... M.-J. Taylor Splash Dance .........ccceeun.... Dennis Merritt
Sound ... Jonathan Gilbert Technology .......cccceeevveveennen. M.-d. Taylor

The Old Farmer’s Ball is an all volun

teer organization. Be a part of the dance

community. Join one (or more) of these committees to help with behind-the-
scenes work that makes the contra dance happen week after week and supports
other forms of social dance in our community.
Contactpresident@oldfarmersball.com

REGIONAL CONTRA DANCE

CARPOOLING WEBSITE

http://ofb-events.pbwiki.com/carpooling

OFB Board Meetings — Everyone welcome

Second Mondays — 6:30 — Grey Eagle

See www.oldfarmersball.com for all the other Local and Regional Dance links!
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Asheville Social Dance Calendar

November 2010

10/31—E—AIl Hallows Eve—Pride Prejudice and
Zombies (Laura Lengnick, Karen Gaughan)

11/1—6—Contraversial (Cailen Campbell and David
Brown) with Beth Molaro

11/4—W—_Contraversial (Cailen Campbell and David
Brown) with Beth Molaro

11/7—E—Bob Thompson, Caller; Music: M Mueller,
Meredith Doster, Karen Gaughan

11/8—G—Ti 'Acadie (Pam Weeks, Jim Joseph, Bill
Olsen - caller)

11/11—W—T'Acadie (Pam Weeks, Bill Olsen, Jim Jo-
seph) with Bill Olsen

11/15—6—Perpetual E Motion with Diane Silver

11/18—W—Perpetual e-motion (Ed Howe and John
Coté ) with Diane Silver

11/21—E— AnneMarie Walter, Caller; Music: Cathy
Arps, Suzanne Hosch, Esther Holsen, Michael Garner,
Karen Gaughan

11/22—6—Steamshovel (David White, Roger Gold)
with Bob Dalsemer

11/25—W—Evil Twins (Laurie Fisher and David Knight)
with Anne Marie Walter

11/27—Y—Cranberry Rocks (David Lynch, Vollie
McKenzie, Beth Molaro) with Beth Molaro

11/29—6—The Evil Twins (Laurie Fisher, David
Knight) with Margaret Mathews

December 2010

12/2—W—0Open Band let by Laura Lengnick and Roger
Gold, Open Mic with Mark Langner. Bring a desert pot-
luck and get in for $3.

12/5—E—No dance

12/6—6—Fly by Night (Laura Lengnick, Beth McGill,
Julia Weatherford, Karen Gaughen) with Ron
Buchanon

12/9—W—Lift Ticket (Rex Blazer, TJ Johnson, and guitar
player) with Ron Buchannan

12/13—6—The Fourteenth Annual Benefit Waltz -
Dress Relentlessly elegant, Bring Hors D'oevres,
and contribute generously to people in need

12/16—W—Appalachian Storm (David White, Kris Wal-
lace, David Hayes, Terrel Jones) with Maggie Jo Saylor

12/19—E—1John Quinley, Caller; Music: Laura Lengnick,
Karen Gaughan

12/20—6—The Dancing Bears (Lew Gelfond, John
Culp, Mark Langner, Skip Metheny) with Barbara Groh

12/23—W—Dancing Bears with Barbara Groh
12/25—Y—No dance
12/27—6—No dance

12/30—W—Toss the Possum (Zisette Family-Rob, Jane,
Laura, Chas) with Jennie Wakefield

12/31—W—OFB New Year's Ball, Contrarians with
Hank Morris calling—Theme Broadway Playbill

G—The Monday Night Dance at the Grey Eagle 8PM Beginners Welcome 185 Clingman Ave. Asheville NC 828-232-5800
W—OFB Thursdays at Warren Wilson College, Bryson Gym, Beginners Welcome, lesson at 7:30, dance at 8:00

E—OFB English Country Dance, 1st & 3rd Sundays 3-5:30PM, Asheville Arts Center, 308 Merrimon Ave, Asheville NC
Y—OFB & YMCA Dance Asheville YMCA, beginners welcome lesson 7:30, dance at 8:00

A—OFB Advanced Dance, 3rd Fridays at the Masonic Lodge in downtown Asheville




